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petitive merit, and not to the accidents of private and
political connection or of birth. I feel sure that we shall
not content ourselves with a tardy acknowledgment of the
claims of the new men, still less view the presence of' new
blood' with dislike or jealousy; but that we shall hold out
to every fresh member the right hand of fellowship, and
wish him success in his work. We 'shall rejoice heartily if
the promises of the new system shall be even more than ful-
filled. We shall welcome the new men if they come, rich
with honours gained on the banks of the Cam and the Isis,
more highly gifted, more completely educated, and more
scientifically trained. We shall be content to be far sur-
passed in talent, if we are only equalled in integrity and
honour. I trust they will not disdain to adopt from us some
of those traditions which it is now the fashion, in some quar-
ters, to depreciate and disparage; and that, from the first,
they will act steadily on the sure and simple maxim, that we
are bound to govern India in trust for the natives, and for
India itself." l
In the same year in which Mr. Seton-Karr deliv-
ered the speech from which this passage is taken,
Mr. George Otto Trevelyan, now Sir G. O. Trevel-
yan, published a series of letters from India, origi-
nally printed in Macmillaris Magazine, under the
title of "The Competition Wallah." No one could be
better fitted to form a fair opinion on the respective
advantages of the two systems than the eldest son
of Sir- Charles Trevelyan, one of the most distin-
guished of the Haileybury men, and the nephew of
Macaulay, the chief author of the system of open
competition. The letters in question were written
1 " Memorials of Old Haileybury College," p. 94.